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Editorial

Cover picture: Tia, Oria and Billy getting ready 
for a Happy Christmas! Photo by Lianne Marie. 

When I wrote the last editorial, the first words were  ‘By the time you 
read this we will have a new Prime Minister….’ Now we have 
another! Let’s hope he can make the next two years, or however long it 
is before a General Electrician, more comfortable for us residents of 
good old Limpsfield Chart! 

Dog poo is obviously still an issue on the Chart; I see it lying all over 
the  paths in the woods, raw and waiting, or worse, tucked up in those 
little poo bags and then left for someone else to pick up. According to 
the Friends of Limpsfield Chart, 11% of those who responded to their 
recent survey consider dog poo a problem, slightly more  than those 
who specified littering. (See the results of their survey on page 32) I 
am amazed it is such a small percentage! Perhaps the people who 
responded don’t walk in our woods. Some dog walkers are simply too 
lazy to pick up the poo, and that includes those with three or four or 
six dogs who are being paid to walk them!  How can we ban them 
from the Chart altogether?  

Christmas is upon us, hopefully a time of good cheer for everyone,  
regardless of your religion or lack of it. We wish you all the very best 
after what has been quite a difficult year. We are paying for the 
summer sun with masses of rain; roads are flooded, fields and walking 
paths are muddy although the reservoirs are still not full. Costs are 
shooting skywards and and there are shortages of everything, 
including labour in the health services, education, the railways, and in 
every office you may have to telephone with a query! Don’t you tire of 
those ‘We are sorry but we are dealing with an extraordinary number 
of callers …..’ responses? 

Worry not. After Christmas it will soon be spring, or fairly soon! Best 
wishes to everyone.
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Muses on The Chart  
Great oaks from little acorns 
grow – perhaps a very suitable 
saying to attach to this event. 
The ‘little acorn’ was a chance 
meeting back in June, when Alan 
Wilson found himself on the 
Chart with time to spare.  He had 
mistaken the date for a guided 
tour of the places in this area 
particularly connected with D H 
Lawrence. He saw the church 
open and got chatting to two 
flower arrangers. Being a 
celebrated organist and pianist 
(and composer as it turned out), 
he tried out the instruments and 
was quite taken with the church. 
He suggested that he would 
investigate the many writers and 
musicians who had been inspired by the beauty of the Chart and, if 
deemed appropriate, he would put on an event for church funds. In short, 
the three of us – signed below – agreed to support his enterprise with 
publicity, logistics and trips around the Chart while Alan investigated, 
researched, composed and involved his ensemble of performers from 
Holy Trinity, Eltham. On the Saturday of Remembrance weekend, he 
presented his ‘great oak’ performance, a wonderful musical and literary 
journey through the history of places and creative residents and visitors, 
whose Muses were found in the surrounding landscapes.  Trees certainly 
had become a recurring theme in the programme. 
  
The evening opened with a packed church, and rousing Purcell on the 
organ to represent the importance of the Titsey estate in the 17th century 
history of Limpsfield and the Chart. For the rest of the first half, a virtual 
guided tour was narrated and interspersed with readings by Dudley and 
Jane Nichols. They had been Alan’s guides on the actual tour of the 
Chart, which he eventually enjoyed on the right date! Very many of the 

Alan Wilson
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audience were familiar with the places described, so could visualise what 
they were hearing and imagine what it was like in the early 20th Century 
when Limpsfield Chart expanded, with creative and forward thinking 
families choosing to move here and invite their colleagues and friends to 
visit. The Olivier family (closely related to Sir Laurence) lived in what is 
now Quince House in Caxton Lane. Rupert Brooke was a regular visitor as 
he was engaged to one of the daughters. The Garnett family built and lived 
at a beautiful house, The Cearne, down a long path through woodland off 
Kent Hatch Road. Edward Garnett was a publisher and supporter of young 
writers – such as Conrad, Galsworthy, H G Wells, D H Lawrence and E 
Thomas. His wife Constance was a renowned translator of Russian classics 
and their son David became a well known author; we heard several 
extracts from his works which celebrated his time on the Chart.  
  
There were other lovely accompaniments to the narration from piano, 
organ, violin, cello, quartet and solo singers, some by composers like 
Delius and John Ireland. We were even privileged to have the world 
premiere of Trees in the Forest, a Song Cycle with words by DH Lawrence 
and music composed by Alan especially for Muses on the Chart. A piece 
called The Cearne by Gordon Jacob also had its first airing for over 60 
years. Of a similar vintage were pieces by a friend of Jacob’s,  Pamela 
Harrison, a largely forgotten female composer who lived at The Cearne 
with her cellist husband Harvey Phillips. So many names, and even more 
who had to be left out for want of time – these may be seen in a follow-up 
event one day? 
  
A half-hour interval for drinks and nibbles in the hall enabled the audience 
to chat over all the varied performances they had enjoyed, and even to 
meet others who lived in connected places or had shared histories of some 
of the characters mentioned. 
  
The second section of the evening, acknowledging the date of 
performance, was titled ‘In Memoriam’ and proved to be a very moving 
tribute to those who lived and died through the times we had experienced 
joyfully through the first half. Now, in a different tone, we heard being 
read or sung the 1914 Rupert Brooke Sonnets, and works by other well-
known war poets like Owen, McCrae, Thomas and Sassoon. The poems 
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were read with such eloquence and feeling, and often with beautiful 
background music so we were led quite naturally into two minutes of 
silence. Then we were brought back to hope of peace with a beautiful Pie 
Iesu sung at the altar steps and a magnificent reading from the Book of 
Revelation – “ I saw a new heaven ....” – the evening completed with 
Alan’s own composition In Paradisum. The appreciation of nearly 120 
people was immediate and clear. Led by Rev Paul Perkin, we expressed 
our thanks to the performers of the HT Eltham Schola Ensemble. Most of 
all we thanked Alan for the passion, hard work and love with which he 
designed a truly excellent musical journey. Our thanks too for all those 
who helped us to make this a safe and glorious local happening, including 
those who bought tickets! 
  
Clare Carr-Locke, Shanie Kirkwood, Mary McGregor 
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Festive Food and Wine 
As I write this, the season has changed, at last.  The vine leaves have changed 
from green to yellow and brown, and the late sunny autumn means that the 
vines have stored sugars and starches in their woody bits, ready for a fast start 
next spring.  It could be another good year for English wines. 

But now it’s Christmas and the festive season, an opportunity to try 
something different.   I asked Katharine Eldridge of Quince House Cookery 
School on the Chart for some food ideas to which I could add some festive 
season wines.  I also consulted wine guru Hugh Johnson for foodie 
recommendations.  Then I went shopping. 

I usually drive past Lidl in Edenbridge but with rampant inflation, thought it 
was time to check it out.  There are lots of low-cost generic wines of course, 
and one of them has made the cut, but let’s start with the food for a festive 
season party. 
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The first canapé is a cheese and herb shortbread with goat’s cheese, 
tomato and basil.  Italian ingredients - parmesan, pine nuts, basil, 
tomatoes and balsamic - suggest Italian wines, and having consulted 
Mr Johnson, I chose Soave and Vermentino.   

Morrison’s ‘Best’ Soave Classico, £7.00 has a fruity nose and fresh 
taste, a good aperitif but a bit light for these tasty canapés.  Pieropan 
Rocca Soave 2020, from the aristocrats of Soave, is an organic, single 
vineyard wine full of complexity and more depth.  It needs to be at £26 
from Majestic in Sevenoaks and it would certainly complement our 
tasty canapés, but we weren’t sure if we really liked it.  Help came 
from Majestic’s Vermentino di Sardegna, £8.99, also with a honeyed 
and aromatic fruit nose and some spicyness – our favourite. 

Next up are crab and saffron tarts.  Hugh Johnson says, ‘Crab and 
Riesling together are part of the Creator’s plan’, so I went looking for a 
dry Mosel Riesling and found myself in Majestic again – Peter & 
Ulrich Dry Riesling, £10.99, with a little prickle on the tip of the 
tongue, limey, crisp and elegant - the crab can’t wait! 

Goat’s cheese and fig salad with a quince dressing comes next with 
Chenin Blanc and Viognier suggested.  Morrison’s ‘Best’ Viognier at 
£7.50 had a pleasing round mouthfeel with apple, apricot and peach – 
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very acceptable.  But the more acidic Chenin Blanc wines could 
complement the salad with its nuts, figs and quince even better.  
Majestic’s Le Bois doré Saumur Blanc at £8.99 from the Loire had 
more refreshing acidity, but the real steal is Lidl’s South African 
Chenin Blanc at just £3.99.  It has some bite as well as fresh and 
fruity notes.  Their slogan is – ‘When it’s gone, it’s gone’.  You know 
what to do! 

The main course is Festive game pie, including bacon lardons, 
onions, garlic, mushrooms, chestnuts and tawny port.  This is full-on 
tasty and will need a big red wine to complement it, so I headed for 
the Southern Rhone or some big red Italians.  We tried a 2018 Vino 
Nobile di Montalcino from Majestic at £13.99.  Although with a 
good nose, the grip of unresolved tannins and alcohol heat meant that 
my notes say ‘NO’.  I’ll come back to the Barolo, but I was also after 
the southern Rhone combination of Grenache, Syrah and Mourvèdre 
that our Australian cousins simply call GSM.  Majestic’s Definition 
GSM is only £6.99, but it’s unbalanced.  It’s been pushed on, a big 
nose but sweet, hot and stewed.  Not for me. 

Back in the Southern Rhone we tried Waitrose’s Le Roc des 
Dentelles 2017 Gigondas, £14.99. I remember walking in the 
Dentelles de Montmirail dodging French shooters dressed in dayglo 
jackets and caps, blasting their way through the woods.  We escaped 
but did the deer?  Are they in Katharine’s Game Pie?  This was our 
favourite red, with complexity, depth, body and structure.  But 
running a very close second was Lidl’s 2018 Barolo at £13.99.  This 
had the typical rose petal and tar Barolo nose, sweet, dark, structured 
taste and juicy follow through - outstanding value. 

Dessert is Honey Pannacotta with spiced Clementines.  Hugh 
Johnson suggests Barsac, Montbazillac, old Sauternes, Tokaji Aszu or 
Orange Muscat.  Most were not available locally so off to Majestic 
again for their 2019 Essencia Orange Muscat, £11.99 for a very 
sticky indulgence.  Personally, I’d go for an old Barsac, not as sweet 
and with hints of orange marmalade, pineapple and ginger.  In 2001 
we picked the squidgy botrytis grapes at Chateau Doisy-Védrines in 
Barsac.  The grapes were disgusting, but the 1996 wine lives on. 

Thanks to Katharine for making her recipes available at 
www.quincehousecookery.co.uk/blog .  What a treat! 

Colin Hall 

http://www.quincehousecookery.co.uk/blog
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On a recent walk through  
Limpsfield wirth the East 
Surrey Walkers I noticed a 
small plaque on the front of a 
house . The inscr ip t ion 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t S e rg e y 
Kravchinsky Stepniak had 
lived  here for a short while 
prior to his death in London 
in 1895. I confess that the 
name meant nothing to me, 
but it does to some people. 
Talking to some of those 
who have heard of him,  
reveal a fascinating story of 
revolution, learning and 
languages.  

He was born on July 1, 1851, 
in what is now Ukraine,  but 
then part of the Russian 
Empire, the son of an army 
d o c t o r a n d a R u s s i a n 
noblewoman. Although of a 
privileged family his boyhood was spent in the country mixing with 
peasants amongst whom he developed a sense of democracy and 
sympathy for the restricted life the peasants led. Upon leaving school he 
followed a typical route, attending a military academy and then joining 
the Russian Army. He began to form revolutionary leanings and in 1871 
he  resigned his commission. His proper name was Sergey Mikhailovich 
Kravehinsky, but he became known  known by his revolutionary nom-de-
guerre, Stepniak , or ‘man of the steppes’. 

Together with other men of high birth and education he joined the Circle 
of Tchaikovsky, a revolutionary group which began, secretly, to sow the 
seeds of democracy amongst the peasants.  Stepniak’s revolutionary work 
was soon discovered and in 1874 he was arrested and imprisoned. The 
brutality towards prisoners and the measures which the government of 
Tsar Alexander II adopted towards repressing the peasants revolutionary 
movements hardened Sergey’s views.  Eventually he escaped prison and 

Do you know this man?

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circle_of_Tchaikovsky
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circle_of_Tchaikovsky


13

fled to the Balkans where he joined the rising against the Turks in Bosnia 
and later a small rebellion in Italy. He honed his experience as a guerrilla 
fighter and wrote a manual on such warfare, and extended his brilliant 
knowledge of languages. He spoke Russian obviously and passable 
English but also Turkish, Italian, French and possibly other European 
languages.  

In 1878 he returned to Russia, convinced that individual acts of political 
terrorism would convince the Tsar to introduce democratic reforms and he 
participated in such acts. On 4th August we know he stabbed to death the 
Chief of the secret police, Nikolai Mezentov, but surprisingly he remained 
in Russia for a couple of years before fleeing to Switzerland and then to 
London. 

He was married to Fanny and was the Editor of Free Russia, an 
underground but quite widely circulated newspaper.  In 1892, in London, 
he was introduced to Edward and Constance Garnett. Edward and 
Constance were both interested in Russian literature, and Constance had 
not long started translating Gontcharoff’s novel, A Common Story, into 
English. Stepniak and Constance  struck up an immediate friendship, and 
later Constance confessed to being ‘more than a little’ in love with him. 
She went weekly to Stepniak and his wife’s home to improve her Russian, 
and Stepniak encouraged her to translate more and more, and for Edward 
to promote them.  Stepniak helped  and corrected the translations and 
before she died, Constance had translated Tolstoy, Turgenev, Dostoevsky, 
Gogol and Anton Chekov, one of the greatest writers ever. 

In London Stepniak formed various revolutionary based societies and he  
became friends with William Morris, Walter Sickert and George Bernard 
Shaw. Shaw wrote of him: “No doubt his massive head, his black hair, his 
powerful shoulders, his immense concentration of expression, used to 
impress people and even overawe some of them. But if he ever made any  
deliberate dramatic use of his formidable aspect, I never detected it.” 
Stepniak advised Shaw on Balkan uniforms for Arms and the Man, and the 
garden of his house in London backed onto the garden of William Butler 
Yeats.  It is said that he was the model for the Russian exile in Edith 
Nesbit’s The Railway Children.  He published numerous books on 
conditions and life in Russia and lectured widely in Great Britain and the 
USA.  He  published published numerous books on conditions and life in 
Russia and lectured widely in Great Britain and the USA. 
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Stepniak and his wife moved into a tiny cottage in Pastens Road, hence 
the plaque above, when the Garnett’s moved out of London and were 
staying in a cottage in Crockham Hill, about a mile from where their 
house, The Cearne, was being built on a steep slope off the present day 
Kent Hatch Road.  Stepniak only lived there for a few months because in 
the autumn of 1895 they moved back to London. A month or so later,  in 
December, 1895 he was run over by a train in Chiswick. Apparently  
absorbed in a book whilst walking, he crossed the uncontrolled railway 
line without noticing the train approaching .    

The ceremony at Waterloo station, before the cortege left for the 
Crematorium was almost like a state funeral. The Times reported that 
‘Socialists, Nihilists, Anarchists and outlaws of every European country 
gathered together to pay their respects to the memory of their dead  
leader.’  Speakers included Kerr Hardie, William Morris and John Burns. 
Stepniak’s participation as a revolutionary trying to change the repressive 
system in of Russia was widely celebrated.                 

Stephen Hanks  
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Reflecting on seasons (then and now!)  
With the seasons becoming less predictable and more extreme, it is worth 
reassessing our gardens and considering what the future may hold.  We are 
faced with milder, wetter winters. Few if any frosts before Christmas.  The 
colder spells seem to occur more often from January onwards, and 
sometimes as late as April and May.  Year after year, the word 
unprecedented occurs more often.  The weather news affirms hottest/
wettest/driest periods since records began. It is becoming increasingly 
apparent that there are no 'norms' in our weather patterns any more. I don't 
know how quickly plants can adapt, but I do think we can help them 
survive by doing less watering and feeding, because these actions are not 
sustainable in the long run.   

We could instead think about planting less needy plants and not trying to 
introduce plants that will always need special treatment.  For example, 
trying to grow acid loving plants in an alkaline garden.  Some success can 
be achieved by digging a large hole and lining it with a permeable material 
and then filling that space with ericaceous soil, but it is not wholly 
effective as the surrounding soil is alkaline and acid loving plants will 
eventually start yellowing due to lime induced chlorosis.   Have your 
camellias and azaleas in pots instead, or grow plants that will be happy in 
your soil.  Many plants will survive drought if encouraged to go down for 
moisture.  By watering on the surface we are creating the wrong precedent, 
where roots may come to the surface to find water.  The garden that works 
best has a variety of plants and wildlife, has hedges for shelter and untidy 
areas to encourage insects.  It even has fungi, because they are part of the 
ecology too. 

I happened upon the website of Galloway Wild foods recently, when 
looking for information about Honey Fungus, which has appeared in 
Margaret's garden this autumn.  I discovered that young mushrooms of 
Honey Fungus are edible, though I need hardly say, please do not consume 
mushrooms on my say so!  Lookalikes that are highly poisonous make 
proper identification essential.  However, what intrigued me more about 
the article from a website that is about foraging for foods, was the attitude 
to the fungus.  It acknowledged that, while few of us would welcome the 
sight of these mushrooms in our garden, Honey fungus has been around 
for thousands of years and is endemic in many healthy forests, culling the 
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old and the infirm trees and allowing room for regeneration. It also, of 
course, attacks healthy and young trees, but there is little we humans can 
do to stop the advance of the underground mycelium, and so many 
families of plants are affected by it, including choice things like 
Magnolias, and the magnificent Wellingtonia. There was more than just 
acceptance of this predator, there was appreciation – we are all more 
accustomed to dread when talking about fungus.  It is a much 
misunderstood organism.  Their role is in the breaking down of decaying 
plant matter and releasing nutrients into the ecosystem.  Trees and other 
plants are given extra roots in return for sustenance.   

If you suspect honey fungus – wilting foliage and rapid dieback is a sign,  
scrape away some soil at the base of the tree or shrub and remove a bit of 
bark here.  If the bark comes away easily and you discover white strands 
that smell fungal – infection has occurred.  You may also find mycelium 
or 'bootlace' like structures in the soil that may start off red/purple but 
mature to black.  These are the structures that spread the fungus.   Advice 
from trusted sources online encourage the removal of infected material 
from the garden, however, in reality, this will not eliminate the fungus 
from your garden.  Traces are sure to remain.  Stressed plants, such as 
those weakened by drought, are vulnerable to attack from honey fungus.  
The chances of being able to arrest the spread of the mycelium in the soil 
with any kind of barrier are slender.  A tree surgeon informed me it is not 
necessary to fell infected trees unless it is felt they are unsafe.  Removing 
them will not rid your garden of Honey fungus.  Removing the 
mushrooms is also pointless as they are merely the fruiting bodies, 
however there is a comprehensive list on the RHS website of plants less 
susceptible to Honey fungus. 

It is hard to reconcile ourselves with powerlessness in the garden.  We 
expect to triumph, so in some ways, I think it is a relief to find that nature 
does have the upper hand, despite all our meddlings. Disaster necessitates 
a fresh start and a chance for renewal. 
  
I wish Chart readers a happy Christmas and New Year – may that bring a 
sense of renewal after all we have been through this year. 
  
Emily Tawse 

See David Walsh’s interview with Emily on page 54 - Ed
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Brian’s Bench
My name is Liliya Kryvolap and, like many fellow Ukranians, my life has 
been turned upside down by the war with Russia and why I now find myself 
living in Limpsfield. In February this year I was living happily with my 
children – Artur (21), Karolina (19) and Lev (15) – in the city of Chernihiv 
in northern Ukraine.  I worked hard, holding down two jobs as an equestrian 
coach and a scout working with children at the local tourist centre, so I 
could provide a comfortable home for my family.   Artur and Karolina were 
both studying at university and Lev was at senior school.  Our life was 
good. 

When the Russians bombed my city all that we had was taken away from us. 
Chernihiv is one of the largest regional centres in the Ukraine – 150 km 
from Kyiv and just 70 km from the border with Belarus.  Many times 
recently I’ve had a kind of sixth sense – the children all laughed at me at the 
time but I was right to follow my instincts, which included packing 
backpacks so we would be ready if we needed to flee at a moment’s notice. 
The first bomb, aimed at the local airbase, hit Chernihiv early one morning 
as I was in the shower. The impact rocked our house… and then the sirens 
started.  This is when I realised the war had begun. On the land next to our 
home there’s a barn with a small cellar we used for storage.  This became 
our shelter from the bombing – not just for me, the children, our German 

Liliya’s Story
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Shepherd dog Khabib, three cats and hamster, but also for other members 
of the family including my sister, nephew and Artur’s girlfriend.  In total 
there were 15 people in a space of about 4m square.  My mother remained 
in the house most of the time as she couldn’t cope with the claustrophobia. 
The bombing was relentless – day and night – so from 24th February until 
13th March we all hid in the cellar. There was no water or electricity, it 
was freezing cold, dark and there was only enough room for us to sit.  We 
slept (when we could) fully clothed, with our shoes on in case we had to 
make a quick escape.Occasionally we left the cellar at night to get warm 
or to find food, which became really treacherous.  

I contacted Artur and Karolina’s godfather who had previously worked in 
the UK and he connected with Tanya, a fellow Ukrainian who has lived in 
the UK for many years.  She became my lifeline. Acting as my translator 
she helped me draft a post for Facebook explaining my situation and 
asking for help. It was shared over a thousand times and I had 130 offers 
of help.  I couldn’t believe how many people wanted to help us – it 
touched me to the core, and I am eternally grateful to everyone who 
reached out and offered to help us. There was however, one offer which 
just seemed a perfect fit for us, from my now sponsor, Amanda Skinner, in 
Limpsfield, who generously offered us a cottage.  I couldn’t believe how 
lucky I was, that we could live together as a family. The fact also that 
Amanda was offering me a job looking after horses made it feel like it was 
just meant to be. 

Over the following few weeks, we chatted through Facetime with an 
interpreter, and I became more and more confident that this was the best 
for all of us.  Locally in Limpsfield Amanda had an amazing support 
network who quickly came together to help make the next stage of our 
journey a reality. The cottage was newly renovated but empty, yet in a 
matter of weeks with amazing donations from the local community was 
transformed into a lovely home for us all – including a comfy bed for 
Khabib!  They battled through endless hours of form filling to get our 
visas processed and even pressurised the local MP to get involved when 
our clearance process dragged on and on.  They also persevered with the 
never-ending battle to get a dog license for Khabib so he could travel to 
the UK.   
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Does the colour suit me?

The family and I arrived in Limpsfield in the evening of the 29th and I 
couldn’t believe the lovely home which was ready for us.  Everything had 
been thought of – I still can’t believe how kind everyone has been towards 
us. As we settled into our new home, we obviously missed Khabib 
desperately but when they could the Dogs Trust sent us updates to say he 
was fine – apparently he was enjoying his newly washed bedding and was 
eating sausages for breakfast!  After a few weeks and, after he had had his 
rabies blood test, we were told that he would be able to come to the 
cottage under home isolation – lots more paperwork followed but finally 
Amanda drove me to the quarantine centre to collect him.  Sadly, he 
decided to ignore me initially which I found really upsetting – I guess his 
way of saying “thanks for everything you’ve put me through Mum!” but it 
wasn’t long before all was forgiven and since then he hasn’t left my side. 

Khabib is gradually adjusting to his new home but still gets very 
frightened when a plane goes overhead or there are loud noises.  It’s the 
same for all of us.  I can’t wait until he completes his home isolation, and 
I can take him out for long walks in the beautiful countryside here in 
Limpsfield. As a family we are all adjusting at our own pace.  I was keen 
to start work on Amanda’s farm as soon as possible, and I did within a 
week of arriving.  Artur is working in the kitchen at a local restaurant and 
Lev has just started at Oxted School and loves it there.  Karolina is still 
finding her way and hopefully will be settled soon. I can’t believe how 
kind everyone has been to us and to see so many people are willing to 
help other people, like me, from the Ukraine. I find it so emotional, so 
difficult to put into words, but it’s heartening to know that the world is 
supporting us during this living nightmare.    

I will be eternally grateful to my new “family” here, especially to 
Amanda, Mandi, Martin, Ruth, Paul, Sam, Una, Paula and Kerry to have 
helped us achieve what felt like, at times, the impossible.  They have 
provided a home where we can start to try to rebuild our lives and they 
continually support us while we adjust to a completely new way of life. 

Liliya Kyvolap 

First published , in September, in St. Peter’s Parish Ndews - Ed
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 
(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20, Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey, RH8 8RF 

01293 278326 

email: ksg.sharon@gmail.com 

mailto:ksg.sharon@gmail.com
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20 MAY

2 5  F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 3

Timothy Ridout viola accompanied by James Baillieu piano

Solem 
String Quartet

 

 TICKETS £30 / FREE FOR UNDER-25  / SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE
 BUY VIA WEBSITE OR ON THE DOOR -  CONCERTS START AT 7.30 PM

w w w . o l m s . o r g . u k

Ignas Maknickas 
 piano

Guy Johnston
 cello

17 JUNE

 BAWTREE HALL, HAZELWOOD SCHOOL
 

s

15 APRIL

play Franck, Rebecca Clarke, Vaughan Williams and Eric Coates
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alex jones 
funeral directors & monumental masons 

 

Renowned Caring Service  
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 

Home Visits Available 
Pre-paid Funeral Plans 

Beautiful Private Chapels of Rest 
Monumental Masonry 

 

OXTED 01883 730383 
92 Station Road East | Oxted 

Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  

Surrey | RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street | Edenbridge 

Kent | TN8 5AD 

FOREST ROW 01342 822399 
1 Ashdown Court | Lewes Road | Forest Row  

East Sussex | RH18 5EZ 

www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

Ergonomically designed with your 
seating comfort and wellbeing at the 
forefront, Kickster and Drumback 
are manufactured by Viasit, the 
award-winning German office chair 
manufacturer.  
 
Both models are available within our 
free 5-day delivery programme from 
our UK stock.

For more information please  
see our website  

www.wfhchair.co.uk 

or give our Oxted office a call 
on 01883 734914.

WFH Chair is a division of 4D Office Furniture Ltd (based in Oxted for over 20 Years).

Office chairs for your home
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FREE 

THOROUGHBRED 

HORSE MANURE 
with virtually no straw,  
sawdust or shavings.  

Collect from Limpsfield Chart,  
by wheel barrow or trailer,  

and take it home.  
It’s the best food available  

for your garden. 
0777 1784322 

Daisy Chain Large from the Layla Faye wallpaper collection

and the very best in free advice

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper

Your choice 
for paint and 
wallpaper
and the very best in free advice

O P E N  TO  T H E  T R A D E  A N D  P U B L I C  S I N C E  1 9 0 4

YOUR FIRST PURCHASE
Pick up a Brewers Card in-store  
or register for one online

Over 170 stores nationwide. Visit your local branch in Redhill
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED 

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

!

Chartfords Trees Ltd 

Tree Removal & Felling Hedge Trimming 

Pruning Work Shrub Pruning 

Stump Grinding 

Tree Planting 
Safety Work 

Logs & Woodchip 

t 
e 
w 

m 
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Under new management and now linked with the 
Wheatsheaf at Bough Beech, the staff at the Carpenters 
Arms offer you a warm welcome to our newly redecorated 
pub and restaurant. We have a new menu too and a great 
choice of wines, beers and lagers. As always walkers (with 
or without dogs) are very welcome as well as our loyal 
locals and lovely passers by.

Please see our website for more info: 
www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk

We look forward to welcoming you.
Nick, Jo and the lovely team.

01883 722209

Type to enter text

http://www.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk/
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Ranger’s Report
Since our return to the woodland in September we’ve mainly been 
concentrating efforts in Happy Valley. Over the first four weeks the top 
heathland area was cleared of bracken, and is already showing great 
signs of improvement, with several young areas of heather in various 
spots. Whilst we had a team doing this, most of the volunteers were in 
the woodland continuing with the holly clearance we started last year. 
Holly was totally choking everything, preventing anything flourishing on 
the woodland floor, as well as crowding out other trees.  Come Spring 
we should also see the return of Bluebells to some areas that had been 
shaded out.  

Myself and a team of Rangers cleared the side of Ridlands Lane, where 
Hazel was encroaching onto the road, and the view now much clearer. 
Using brush harvested from this clearance the volunteers returned to 
Yalden Spring, to mend and build up the dead hedging. We also cleared 
some Silver Birch on the South side that was shading the pool, and also 
cleared the wood from the water, as well as clearing out the drainage 
channels. Whilst not 100% dog proof it’s already made a massive 
difference to flora growing in and around the pond. Also as a point of 
interest when I visited the spring earlier this week, after the heavy rain, 
the spring was in full flow, from both the top and bottom feeds. Fantastic 
to see. 

We’ve currently put up three of the new notice boards in High Chart, 
Grub Street and Moorhouse. Two more to follow shortly including 
Ridlands. We also have two Ancient Woodland interpretation boards to 
go up at Ridlands. We now have all the bat boxes and the majority of the 
bird boxes, just waiting for the Owl box to be finished before we start 
putting them up. Contractors came and rolled the easy Access trail, as 
well as repair works in the High Chart car park. 

I had a great morning with James Brown, NT archaeologist, going 
around High Chart looking at the ditch & bank system, as well as other 
features. He is due to come back to do further mapping, and if anyone 
reading is an expert on the Deer Park I would appreciate you contacting 
me as we are trying to research its history. We are also due to reopen the 
Air Raid Shelters post Covid, and have our first visit booked in from a 
local Cub Group.  

Jeremy Saunders 
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Priest’s Letter
Dear friends, 

On holiday this summer, Christine and I visited the ruins of Patara, a 
Roman town in SW Turkey. A boy was born there in the third century, to 
a wealthy, educated family. They moved to the nearby fishing village of 
Myra, where Nicholas, embarrassed by his family’s riches, and the 
poverty of others, took anonymous gifts to the poorest every Christmas 
Eve. Eventually, the town discovered the identity of the secret donor – 
and made him Bishop of Myra! After his death he was declared Saint 
Nicholas – and the rest, as they say, is history. So, do you believe in 
Father Christmas, who lives today at the North Pole? I have to answer 
‘No’. But do I believe there was a St.Nicholas, who lived in the late 
200s AD on the Lycian coast? Yes, I think that is reliably true.  
  
Many people don’t know the difference between Father Christmas and 
Santa Claus (to give Nicholas his anglicised Dutch name) – and when it 
comes to Christmas find it difficult to distinguish fact from fiction, 
reality from myth. Much more important, many cannot distinguish 
between the myth of Father Christmas and the truth of Jesus Christ. 
Richard Dawkins, author of ‘The God Delusion’, called Christianity a 
childish delusion, and we grow out of it as part of our education - ‘It’s 
infantile!’ We grow out of belief in Father Christmas and tooth fairies, 
so if we are to mature as individuals and as humanity, we grow out of 
belief in God. In ‘Thought for the Day’ he declared humanity ‘can leave 
the cry-baby phase, and finally come of age’.  

But those who use the infantile argument have to explain why so many 
people discover God later in life. How many people do you know who 
began to believe in Father Christmas or fairies at the bottom of the 
garden in adulthood? (I believed in Father Christmas until I was about 
five! I didn’t begin to believe in Christ until I was nineteen). Those who 
become believers later in life certainly don’t regard this as any kind of 
regression. Professor Anthony Flew, the brilliant and famous atheist 
philosopher, started to believe in God in his 80s - and titled his last book 
‘There is a God’! 

Happy Real Christmas!  

Paul.  
paul.perkin6@gmail.com 

mailto:paul.perkin6@gmail.com
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

Christmas Families@Four
Sunday 11th December, 4pm (for parents 
& children under 8). Songs, activities, 
games, interactive bible story, children’s 
tea
 
Carol Service 
Sunday 18th December 6.30pm 
(for adults & older children)
 
Christingle Service
Christmas Eve, 4pm 
(for all ages)
 
Christmas Eve Communion  11.15pm
 
Christmas Day Service 10am 
(for all ages)
 
HALL BOOKINGS 
Michael Rainbird 01883 713683
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Our Common ….Two Years On

Back in September 2020 the Covid Pandemic was having a vast 
impact on the whole country. Countryside areas were inundated 
with visitors, and that included Limpsfield Common. The Friends 
of Limpsfield Common decided to undertake a survey asking 
questions to the visitors of Limpsfield Common and also seeing 
who was coming.
We had a great response! In fact 376 responses representing 
over 1,000 people of which 98.9% were all local people living in 
RH8.

SUMMARY OF KEY FINDINGS
Limpsfield Common is a local amenity, that is highly regarded, 
appreciated and well used. 90% of responders live in RH8.
Walking (79%)  and  Enjoying Nature (65%)  are the most 
common ways visitors spend their time on the Common.
Reflecting the proximity of their home,  37% visit ‘a few times 
each week’, whilst 20% visit daily. This means that over 50% of 
visitors  have a strong association with the Common, likely to 
have feelings of ‘ownership’ or ‘care’.
The question ‘What do people like about the Common?’, 
reflects how responders spend their time on the 
Common  (Q1).  70% of responders like the ‘Natural 
Environment’  (flora, fauna, nature, trees, woodland) and 
the ease of access/proximity the Common has to their homes.
Exercise, (walking in particular, but including dog walking and all 
other forms of exercise) scores highly.
What can be improved on the Common?
This section provided a wide variety of comments. Signage to aid 
and improve visiting the Common (to support direction finding, 
trails, maps) and information (nature, history, emergency contact) 
received 19% of improvement suggestions.
Clearly Littering 8.5% and Dog Poo Mess (11%) are a concern, 
making 19.5% together. Responders suggest ensuring we clearly 
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LANGDALE 
LANDSCAPES

Ltd

Specialising in
Professional Garden Design & 

Construction
www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk

01732 700199
Company Reg No. 4151818

PLATINUM PLUMBING 

Your friendly and reliable local plumber 

- From dripping taps to complete bathrooms 
- Free estimates 
- City & Guilds qualified 
- Fully insured 
- DIY jobs rescued 
- No call out charge 
- Clean & tidy work 

Andrew Barter B.Sc. 
01959 562784   07891 782727 

http://www.langdalelandscapes.co.uk
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ask visitors to take dog poo and litter home with them, as well as 
installing more dog poo bins and litter bins.
Parking, Management of the Common, Natural Play  were all 
topics that provoked much comment.
 
WHAT HAPPENED NEXT ?
 2022 is the 50th anniversary of the Friends of Limpsfield Common 
and much has been achieved! Together with the National Trust, 
Tandridge Council, Limpsfield Parish Council, the local Task Force, 
Chart Fair and Oxted Rotary, The Friends of Limpsfield Common 
have worked hard to respond to the survey. 

By the end of 2022 every car park will have a dog poo bin and litter 
bin, but we still ask all visitors to take their litter and dog poo home.
Bird and bat boxes are going up
High Chart car park has been revamped
A new Family Activity Trail launched on 4th September 2022
Here is the link: https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-common-
family-activity-trail/
A new Easy Access trail is underway
New information boards and updated panels will be inserted in 
every car park
And new waymarks will be placed within the Commons throughout 
2023.

We still have lots to do! But working together with all our local 
partners and supporters means we will continue to fulfil the wishes 
of the local community.

  
To become a Member of the Friends of Limpsfield Common please 
contact friendsoflimpsfieldcommon@gmail.com
Or complete our online membership form: https://form.jotform.com/
202643003650341
 Visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/folimpsfieldcommon

Maggie Morgan

 

https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-common-family-activity-trail/
https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-common-family-activity-trail/
https://limpsfield.org/friends-of-limpsfield-common-family-activity-trail/
mailto:friendsoflimpsfieldcommon@gmail.com
https://form.jotform.com/202643003650341
https://form.jotform.com/202643003650341
http://www.facebook.com/folimpsfieldcommon
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Lord (Phil) Harris entertained us 
royally at this year’s Chartmen’s 
Dinner, which was held in St. 
Andrew’s Hall in November. After a 
splendid meal, he outlined the story of 
his very successful Academy Schools, 
his help to the Health Service and 
included lots of quips about the many 
politicians he knows.  Fifty two 
people attended, which is rather less 
than last time, but unfortunately the 
date coincided with half term week, 
so a number of of people couldn’t 
come. We will be more careful next 
year.  

Chartmens’s Dinner

Phil brought along his wife, 
Pauline, herself a very interesting 
and enterprising lady and a Dame 
in her own right, which was 
interesting because, once again, I 
suggested to the audience that we 
should now be admitting ladies to 
this annual event.  It has to be said 
that probably most people did not 
agree with me!  

Phil also generously left copies of 
h i s v e r y e n t e r t a i n i n g a n d 
informative autobiography for 
everyone at the dinner and it is a 
fascinating read. 

David Wickham
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Knit for Peace 
I am a  lady with a mission! I have always knitted, for children and 
grandchildren and for other people and recently I knitting for the Salvation 
Army and other similar bodies for those in Ukraine, and Salvation  Army 
put me in touch with Knit for Peace, a charity which collects and sends 
warm clothes to people in desperate need, including Ukraine amongst other 
places. So I started collecting wool and I’m now looking is looking for 
other knitters to come and collect some of the wool  and ‘knit for peace.’  I 
can’t possibly cope with all the wool I have already  collected without other 
knitters! 

|I have wool for childrens’ jumpers, beanie hats for both children and adults, 
babies first size cardigans, with matching hats and booties, and wool for 
blankets or knitted crotchet squares to make blankets. Whatever you want 
to knit!. Knitters from David Gresham House have already collected some 
wool but I need more knitters. If you feel you could contribute in any way 
by donating wool or even better knitting, contact me  (01883 723270) and I 
can give you more information. 

The Salvation Army have already offered to collect the knitted garments 
from me and deliver them to Knit For Peace. Could we fill a black bin 
liner?………… or am I being over optimistic! 

Pat Leonard
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Our Philosophy:  Caring, Honest, Open & Respectful
Since opening in 1986 we have been a leading provider of residential, respite and day care.

We are run by a highly professional team and supported by over 70 volunteers to provide 
residents with a full and active life within a secure and homely environment.

For information, please contact:
Pam Packham, House Manager

David Gresham House
2 Oak Close, Oxted, Surrey, RH8 0BA

Tel:  01883 715948
Email: info@davidgreshamhouse.co.uk 

Web: davidgreshamhouse.co.uk

Our Care Home was rated as:  
GOOD - April 2020

Registered Society 23568R – An Exempt Charity

  1

              Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

    Call: 07723 054863         

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE & SALES

  NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   WE DELIVER & COLLECT OUR UNIQUE E-BIKE TO YOUR LOCATION 

Airports | Events | School | Appointments | Shopping | Nights Out | All Day Excursions

● Female Drivers Available 
● Personalised Travel, pet friendly
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles
● Friendly & Professional 
● Great rates, cash/card payments, 24 hour, 7 days a week one rate (*subject to availability) 

● UK designed and built  
● Fat Tyres, Retro and super comfort for touring
● Pedal Assist System for motorised speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one charge
● Half | full day |2 or 3 day hire 
● Safety and security equipment, maps and route planning, charger upon request
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

Email: countryhireandgo@outlook.com
     www.countryhireandgo.com|
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Limpsfield Chart Sparkling Wine!

Limpsfield Memorial Stores  
Limpsfield Memorial Stores and Post Office are fully back in business 
after the two years which were disrupted by covid restrictions.  We are 
back to full time opening hours, many of the volunteers have returned 
and new volunteers have been welcomed. The pandemic saw changes in 
the shop as we had to adapt to a new world.  The turnover has remained 
at a healthy level and we now have more transactions being made by 
contactless payments.  There are higher sales of fruit and vegetables 
compared to pre-pandemic levels. We are also seeing increases in the 
banking services offered by the Post Office, particularly as Oxted High 
Street banks close their branches.   Online shopping continues to increase 
so we are seeing more parcels being returned via Royal Mail and Parcel 
Force.  For travellers the Post Office holds a small supply of US dollars 
and euros, and other currencies can be ordered (online or in person) and 
collected from the Limpsfield Post Office within a few days.  John Tolley 
has been the Limpsfield Postmaster since 1st January 2001, and has now 
handed over his responsibilities to Kerry Daniels, Shop Manager, but 
will remain as a volunteer and a source of knowledge on Post Office 
related matters. 

Last July Alison Earnshaw took over from Kerry Hughes as Chair of the 
Management Committee.  Alison has been an active volunteer at the shop 
for several years and joined the committee in 2019.  She has lived in 
Limpsfield since 2015 and works part-time as a primary school teacher.  
Two new members joined the committee this year: Bridget Glynne-Jones 
and myself.  Bridget started volunteering at Memorial Stores just after 
the first lock down in 2020 and has helped enormously with the design 
and planning of the new shelving installation and the fruit and vegetable 
display unit.  I started  started volunteering in the Post Office in 2019 and 
continued during the pandemic.  Like all the volunteers, we love the local 
involvement and sense of community. If you are interested in 
volunteering at the shop or Post Office please pop in and ask for Kerry 
Daniels, Manager, who will provide more details.  Or call us on 01883 
713306.  There is very thorough training and great support from all the 
team. 

Preparation for Christmas is well underway….have you seen the festive 
displays, and huge array of tempting gift items?    Do drop in soon, and 
don’t forget to place your turkey order! 

Melanie Calver 
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THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
Registered Charity No. 262608 

www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk 
OPPOSITE  TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL 

CAKES - COLLECTABLES -  JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE  - 
BOOKS -  FANCY GOODS  

TEA AND COFFEE 
We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of chairs, 
upholstery and seagrassing.  We also carry out a variety of repairs as well as 
being very handy with a needle and thread.  Our Men-in-Sheds club is ideal if 
you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of woodwork. The 
Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. with 
breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas.  We are delighted to have visitors and 
we are always looking for new members, young and old alike.  Why not come 
and see what we have to offer – if transport is a problem call our Manager below 
and we will try to help. 

Manager: Liz Martin-Lawrence (01883 715189) 
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Since my article was published in the last 
edition of Chart News, Liz Roberts has been in 
touch with me about it.  
In 1966 she made a trip to France with her 
mother and father who had some business to 
attend to in nearby Abbeville. Her father was 
recommended to find lunch in St Valery sur 
Somme and so after business was finished they 
motored on to that very place. Their arrival 
coincided with the second day of festivities 
marking the 900th anniversary of William's 

invasion. The memorial to this great adventure, that changed our history, 
was jointly commissioned by the people of France and England had been 
inaugurated the previous day. Liz has fond memories of how well the 
people of St Valery treated them even though they had missed the main 
event by one day.  

She was also struck by the wording of the plaque which forms part of the 
memorial. Also the plaque that expresses sentiments that are just as 
important today as they were then. 

David  Claridge

St. Valery - a footnote 
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TREE SURGERY
Professional Tree Care Service

Fully Qualifi ed & Insured Team
 Felling and Stump Removal
 Storm Damage Cleanups
 Crown Thinning, Lifting and Reduction
 Hedgecutting

Get in Touch for Free Consultation and Advice
T: 01342 851 385 M: 07808 645 800
W: www.katsuragardens.co.uk
E: philip@katsuragardens.co.uk

 07808 645 800
 www.katsuragardens.co.uk

 philip@katsuragardens.co.uk

KatsuraGardensS34.indd   1 21/07/2017   11:32
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I am involved in getting a fascinating book to be published for Easter 
2023, emanating from the work of the late Beryl Withers. Beryl came to 
live on the Chart in 1953 and immediately became interested in how this 
small hamlet came to develop in this corner of Limpsfield Parish. A keen 
amateur historian, she began to gather records and reminiscences about 
the Chart and in particular took advice and help from Kay Percy, a well 
known authority on our local history. 

In 1976, Saint Andrews Church celebrated its 80th anniversary and Beryl 
helped to prepare an exhibition of local artefacts and memorabilia and 
was asked to give a talk about the Chart's history for the occasion at St 
Andrew’s Hall. She was helped by a number of local people to make 
sound recordings of some personal reminiscences, which were played 
during the talk. 1976 had a gloriously hot, dry summer and taking 
advantage of the ideal conditions, her son, Nick Withers and Mike Wood 
made a series of recordings of bird songs in the woods. A selection of 
these accompanied a sequence of slides of the Chart woods that finished 
the talk. The talk proved very popular and Beryl gave it many times in 
the succeeding years to audiences in Surrey and Kent. 

In the mid 1990s, after Beryl had given up giving talks, Jean Keen 
persuaded her to prepare the script for publication, but with so many 
illustrations, let alone the recordings, the prospect was quite daunting. 
Her son Nick produced a CD-ROM of the talk and the sounds which is 
no longer available. However printing technology and book production 

Limpsfield Chart 
in History
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has developed to a point where it is now possible to economically produce 
a small production run. I am a past Chairman and Programme Secretary of 
the Oxted and District History Society, and having helped in the 
production last year of the book, Limpsfield Commons, by Shirley Corke, I 
decided that  Beryl’s work needed to be published.  

With the help of Nick Withers and Colin Hall, this book is in its final 
stages of preparation and is due to be published for Easter 2023. It will be  
available from Paydens Bookshop in Oxted, The Carpenters Arms on The 
Chart and The Memorial Stores in Limpsfield Village, we will include a 
coloured fold-out map of land use in the 1840s and hope to get permission 
to include larger maps showing substantial parts of the Tithe and Ordnance 
Survey maps produced in 1840/41 and 1869 respectively. We hope that 
this work will be of interest to local residents, their children and 
grandchildren, as well as local historian and add to other works on our 
fascinating local history produced over many many years. 

Finally, If anyone has any postcards of Limpsfield Chart, or any other 
suitable photographs that we might be able to digitise for the book (and 
give them back) we would be most appreciative. 

Chris Pendred 

Chris Pendred    with     Nick Withers
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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and December. 
600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the Chart, and copies 
are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church, The Memorial Stores and 
elsewhere. We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please email them to 
dwickham@indimage.com or ring 01883 652113. 

Publishing Dates 2022/23 
   Copy Date           Publishing Date 
              Spring   16th March 2023           23rd March 2023 
 Summer     18th June              245th June  
 Autumn                  12th September             19th September 
 Winter                  30th November            10th December  
Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £125;  Inside cover £150;  Back cover £140;  ½ page £65;  ¼ page £35. Enquiries to Sarah 
Houghton on 01883 713960 or email: sathoughton@aol.com Please mention Chart News when 
replying to an advertisement.

mailto:sathoughton@aol.com
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The French Connection

Thrilling music - since 1945 

The Oxted & Limpsfield Music Society (O&LMS) has been a feature in 
this area since 1945, though many people still don’t know about us. The 
Society’s opening season of six concerts featured musicians well known 
at the time, though less well remembered now. On February 14th the 
Boyd Neel Orchestra played works by Bach, Handel, Mozart, Elgar and 
Britten; pianist Kathleen Long’s programme consisted largely of 
renaissance and baroque pieces together with sonatas by Beethoven and 
Schumann, the Pouget/Morrison/Pini Piano Trio gave a concert on May 
9th, whilst on October 2nd the Philharmonia Quartet and Reginald Kell 
featured Schubert and the Mozart clarinet quintet in A. Two further 
concerts by the Hirsch Quartet, and then Winifred Small (violin), Helen 
Pyke (piano) and Robert Irving (baritone) completed the season held in 
The Hoskin’s Arms in Oxted. However, the concerts in 1947 (featuring 
the Jacques String Orchestra, the London Harpsichord Ensemble and 
Denis Matthews, pianist) had to be abandoned when Surrey County 
Council enforced a LCC regulation requiring the seats in the Hoskins 
Arms to be battened, resulting in increased costs, and reduced seating 
accommodation. 

Concerts resumed in the Manor House School Limpsfield in 1948, 
though the Society closed again due to lack of support in June 1949. It 
was revived in April 1951 at the instigation of Mr Dashwood who ran the 

The Hoskins Arms in 1945 -  Photo  
The Frith Collection
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Limpsfield Bookshop. Joyce Cohen who was asked to became secretary, 
and stayed in post for thirty years – her husband Judge Cohen had been on 
the inaugural committee – recounted that Sir Adrian Boult (the 
internationally known conductor who frequented the bookshop and lived 
at South Hawke in Woldingham) consented to be President, Harvey 
Phillips, cellist, who lived locally, and who had previously played with the 
Hirsch Quartet and who, with his orchestra, was to play at later O&LMS 
concerts, offered to be musical adviser (he became President after Sir 
Adrian left Woldingham). Concerts - which included one by the pianist, 
Julius Isserlis, were divided between St Michael’s School Limpsfield and 
the Barn Theatre, but the second season of the revival was also not a 
success and at the AGM there was £5.00 in the bank, but £40.00 to pay. 
“Sir Adrian presided and made such a splendid speech that everyone was 
determined to keep the Society alive and subscriptions poured in” wrote 
Mrs Cohen in 1990. 

Bernard Maxwell Stephens                             Lady Evelyn Maude
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0.89% (+Vat) 

Standard fee

We accompany 

EVERY viewing

We include the BEST 

professional photography

Open 8am-8pm 

7 days a week

Nothing to pay until the 

sale completes

We advertise on 35+ websites 

including Rightmove, Prime 

Location & Zoopla

Offices in Oxted, Sevenoaks & Tunbridge Wells + our hub in Edenbridge 
(We cover large areas, if you are unsure if we cover you please call us)

We offer £120 to anyone recommending us a property to sell
keep this flyer and give to anyone you know looking to move – there are no limit of vouchers available!

Do NOT instruct an estate agent until you have spoken to Platform Property!

OXTED & CATERHAM

01883 460373
SEVENOAKS

01732 617212
TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 300945

Does your local estate 

agent do all of this?

platformproperty.co.uk enquiries@platformproperty.co.uk

Type to enter text

Bernard Maxwell Stephens                                      Lady Evelyn Maude



The original committee in 1945 was comprised of Bernard Maxwell 
Stephens (Chairman), Herbert H Marks (Treasurer), W Router-Callard, 
NAJ Cohen, Miss P Denniston, Miss B Douthwaite, KH Johnson, Mrs 
Marlow, Lady Evelyn Maude and Miss MW Towler, some of whom were 
themselves musicians. Lady Maude, for instance, was an excellent pianist 
and a lifelong friend of and confidante of Michael Tippett whom she first 
met in 1929; she had been Homes Officer for the Oxted and Limpsfield 
Refugee Committee in 1938-39 welcoming children from the 
Kindertransport, whilst her husband, Sir Evelyn John Maude, (an 
amateur cellist) had been Permanent Secretary at the Ministry of Health 
from 1940 – 1945, and was on the O&LMS committee in 1955. Later, in 
the 1990s their daughter, Stella, Tippett’s god-daughter, was to become an 
indefatigable secretary of the O&LMS.   

The O&LMS then, as now, was able to spot and engage many musicians 
at the start of their careers. During the fifties the Amadeus String Quartet 
was engaged three times, other notable names included Leon Goosens 
(oboe), Peter Pears (tenor) and Benjamin Britten (composer and pianist), 
Jack Brymer (clarinettist, buried in St Peter’s Limpsfield), Julian Bream 
(guitar) and Osian Ellis (harp). According to Joyce Cohen one of the 
Society’s most successful efforts was the engagement of Intimate Opera, 
presented by Antony Hopkins, an event which meant “much providing of 
props, food and general organisation, but it was all great fun and made a 
splendid profit”. They must have been popular, they were invited back 
four times, having to give afternoon and evening performances on the 
latter two occasions. 

Our current 75th Anniversary season at Hazelwood School also features a 
wealth of musical talent in 2023. Timothy Ridout, viola, with James 
Baillieu, piano, play on February 25th and the Solem String Quartet 
perform Beethoven on April 15th. The rising star pianist Ignas Maknickas 
gives a solo recital on 20th May and the season concludes on 17th June 
with Guy Johnston, cello,  accompanied by Mishka Rushdie Momen, 
piano, in a programme including Mendelssohn’s cello sonatas. Hopefully 
I might see many of you there! 

Tickets are £30 each online and on the door with free entry for the under 
25s. Season tickets are also available as well as full programmes for all 
concerts on www.olms.org.uk  

Katharine O’Carroll 
 

http://www.olms.org.uk/
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THIS AUTUMN
LOOKING FOR A NEW APPLIANCE

  EXPERT KNOWLEDGE  ●   SUPER SERVICE  ●  COMPETITIVE PRICES   ●  PROFESSIONAL INSTALLATION

FREE 
LOCAL DELIVERY*

GREAT 
SAVINGS

IN-STORE
TODAY

 *T&C’s apply. Sold as an agent for Euronics Limited. All rights reserved. All offers are subject to availability while stocks last. Delivery & Installation charges may apply Exclusions and Radius Apply. Prices correct at time of print but can be 
subject to change. See in store for full details. Images for illustration purposes only. Copyright Euronics 2017. E&OE August 2017. Saving compared to a higher price charged for 28 days in the last six months unless otherwise stated. 

YOUR LOCAL ELECTRICAL EXPERT IS HERE TO HELP

 2017- LP AUTUMN L A4 (GENERIC) .indd   1 22/08/2017   13:12

 LACIRTCELE DETXO
tseW daoR noitatS 6   , detxO .  PE9 8HR

:leT 445517 38810    :liamE  
 ku.oc.lacirtceledetxo@selas

• Post Office 
• Fresh Produce 
• Groceries  
• Newsagent  
• Sta<onery  
• Household supplies

Your LOCAL Community Shop 
(established in 2000 by local residents) 

Whether you’d like to become a new member, interested in becoming a volunteer 
or want to come in to shop, we'd love to see you. But come and support us.  

Monday to Friday: 8am - 5pm  Post Office 9.am - 5pm (closed 1-2 ) 
Saturday:  8.30am – 12.30pm   Post Occie 9am - 12.30pm 
Sunday:  8.00 am  - 12.00 pm   Post Office closed 

Drop in, call 01883 713306 or visit www.limpsfield stores.co.uk
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Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE

M &M WALKER 
PAINTING & DECORATING 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS 

ARTEXING & PLASTERING 

PLUMBING   ●    HEATING 

CARPENTRY & JOINERY 

Tel 01732 863155 
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CONFIDENTIAL COUNSELLING 

CAROL WICKHAM MBACP 
Integrative and Bereavement 

Counsellor 

Anger, Anxiety, Bereavement and 
Loss, Depression, Eating Disorders, 

low Self-Esteem, Isolation, Loneliness, 
Infertility, 

Miscarriage, Stress 

For further information  
without commitment 

07507 602744 

or via Ingeledale Therapy Centre  
01883 717277 

Email:carol.wickham@btinternet.com 

R S Geal

Painting & Decorating


Interior & Exterior


38 years Experience


Fully Insured


Free Estimates


Tel: 01883 626802

          07860 140311

GuBers 
Cleaned 
Unblocked 
Repaired 
References available 
Call John Mully 
Te: 01883 716245 
Mob: 07711747640

mailto:carol.wickham@btinternet.co.uk
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It stands for University of the Third Age, and Westerham u3a has 
members in Oxted and Limpsfield Chart Limpsfield as well as 
Westerham and Biggin Hill. At our November open meeting, members 
were given an insight into Christmas in medieval times by our speaker 
David Drury, a London Blue Badge Tour Guide and foodie.  
  
Boars Head and Swan Pie were served at banquets and we heard how 
Turkey became king of the Christmas table. Did you know that Mince 
Pies were traditionally oblong shaped to represent Jesus’ manger?  
Christmas Pudding dates from medieval times, with early recipes 
making use of dried fruit, suet, breadcrumbs, flour, eggs and spice, 
along with liquid such as milk or fortified wine. Like them or hate 
them, those small cabbages known as Brussels Sprouts contain more 
vitamin C than an orange. 
  
On Wednesday 7th December we have our usual Coffee Morning  at 
10.30am at Westerham Hall, Quebec Avenue, which is a good 
opportunity to come along and find out what u3a is all about. Then we 
have our pre-booked Christmas lunch on 8th December, so the next 
open meeting is on Thursday 12th January, 2.00pm at Westerham Hall. 
Pat Bryer will be talking on the theme of ‘A Woman of a Certain Age’, 
a light-hearted look at the ups and downs of life as we mature 
(physically, at least!), told through comic verses and songs. These 
include poems and a song by the wonderful Victoria Wood, as well as 
humorous verse by Pam Ayres, Roald Dahl, A A Milne and Jenny 
Joseph. 
  
The u3a movement has been learning, staying active and having fun for 
40 years, showcasing what it means to have a positive later life for 
those who are no longer in full time employment.  Westerham u3a has a 
choice of over 40 different interest groups as well as social events and 
outings. With over 300 members we are fulfilling the u3a motto of 
Learn, Laugh and Live! 

Tony Pearson  
  

u3a - an abbreviation you may not know about!
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The Chart Interview

Emily Tawse
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Since the summer of 2015 Emily Tawse has been writing the gardening 
column in Chart News. The wealth of information and ideas she has 
provided over those years have been much appreciated by those of us 
struggling to maintain and improve our own gardens. It was Brian 
Knight, now recently and sadly deceased, with whom she had worked 
at Knight’s Garden Centre, who suggested the role be passed on to her.  

Emily’s story resembles the choice faced by the traveller in Robert 
Frost’s poem ‘The Road Not Taken’ as he contemplates ‘two roads 
diverged in a yellow wood’. Her roots are local, born and brought up 
on Grubbs Farm, Staffhurst Wood, where her mother still lives. Her 
father was a professional photographer with a shop in Caterham under 
the name ‘John Kirk’. She went to school at Notre Dame in Lingfield, 
Combe Bank in Sundridge and then on to Tonbridge Girls Grammar 
for her A/Levels. These were good enough for her to go on to 
Newcastle University in the 1980s for a degree in Combined Arts, 
specialising in her final year in Religion and Politics. All kinds of 
career paths opened out from there, and she contemplated journalism, 
but she then astonished her tutor by telling him she had a job as an 
assistant gardener at Emmett’s Gardens, Ide Hill. Part of the 
motivation for this came from the National Trust Acorn Projects in 
which she had taken part in school holidays, living in Scotney Castle 
and other places to work on the estate, and from gardening jobs she 
had done at home and locally. 

She went to Merrist Wood in Guildford for their Arboriculture course, 
which firmly encouraged her love of trees, and then a further course in 
garden design and maintenance at Hadlow College. By now her paid 
work was in garden centres at Knights, and then at Woodlands in West 
Kingsdown near Brand’s Hatch, and her current role is as ‘Plant Area 
Manager’ at Squires Garden Centre in Reigate, one of several garden 
centres trading under that name. Her responsibility is to look after all 
the outdoor and indoor plants coming in for sale, which involves 
working with the growers and watching their wonderful array of 
flowers, shrubs and trees arrive at the garden centre. She most looks 
forward to the spring and early summer months when activity at the 
garden centre is at its highest, and she admits to a particular love of all 
the trees which come in for sale. Pressed on her favourite, she names 
the Ginkgo, the Prunus mume ‘Ben chi dori’, and the Malus floribunda 
or crab apple. 



Emily’s other love is horses. She started riding her own horse as a child 
at Grubb’s Farm and contemplated a career in stable management before 
turning to horticulture. She once thought of becoming a jockey while 
working with horses in Grant’s Lane and still rides up near Tadworth, 
taking lessons in jumping to try to make herself a better rider. There is a 
pattern in her life of engaging with the learning process in whatever she 
does.  

There are two other diverse patterns to Emily’s life. One is certainly a 
love of the outdoors and the physical work involved in helping to run a 
garden centre, as well as her fun with horses. The other is her 
accomplishment as a writer, which should not surprise anyone who 
becomes familiar with her school and university background and has read 
the six years’ worth of articles she has written for Chart News. She loved 
her academic work researching and writing on topics like Classical 
literature, the religions of the East, and even the British in India, but 
eventually decided to forsake that for the great outdoors. Her recent 
article in our summer edition shows that accomplishment in writing as 
she highlighted the rewards of perennials; ‘I love aromatic foliage and 
salvias are particularly enticing. Salvia ‘Hot Lips’ is like the Hollywood 
star besieged by paparazzi, so popular and with good reason’.  

Emily admits to a certain restlessness, a desire to improve herself, so I 
suspect we may find her branching out into other fields of writing in 
other publications, perhaps with two new roads diverging in a yellow 
wood and ‘knowing how way leads on to way, I doubted if I would ever 
come back’. 

 David Walsh 

          See Emily regular Gardening Column on page 16 - Ed 

Come into the garden, Maud, 
For the black bat, night, has flown, 
Come into the garden, Maud, 
I am here at the gate alone; 
And the woodbine spaces are wafted abroad,  
And the musk of the rose is blown. 

              Maud (1855 )  Alfred, Lord Tennyson 1809-92 
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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OXTED, SURREY

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic 
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the 
fine family portraits, furniture, a 
beautiful collection of porcelain and 
a marvellous set of four Canaletto 
pictures of Venice. After visiting the 
mansion house and grounds, why 
not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available. 

Open season: 15th May to 22nd Sept 2021 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 23rd May, 20th June,  
18th July, 15th August
Info Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org 

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions

OXTED, SURREY

Titsey Place, with its stunning garden, 
lakes, woodland walks, walled kitchen 
garden and park offering panoramic 
views, enchants visitors. Enjoy the 
fine family portraits, furniture, a 
beautiful collection of porcelain and 
a marvellous set of four Canaletto 
pictures of Venice. After visiting the 
mansion house and grounds, why 
not relax in our tea room where light 
refreshments are available. 

Open season: 17th May to 27th Sept 2023 
House and gardens open: 1pm to 5pm every 
Wed and Sat. Also end of May and Aug bank 
holidays. Guided tours of the house at 1.30, 
2.30 and 3.30pm (limited 20 per tour)
Tea rooms open: Wed, Sat, Sun 12.30pm
Gardens only open: Every Sun 1pm to 5pm
NGS open days: 28 May, 25 June, 16 July,  
13 Aug 2023
Info Line: 07889 052461  www.titsey.org 

HOUSE AND GARDENS OPEN ON SATURDAYS AND 
WEDNESDAYS, GARDENS ONLY ON SUNDAYS  

*Please check the website for changes to opening times due to covid restrictions




